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3.7.1 Working Group on Site Survey and Co-location

2011 WG Meeting

The Charter, Goals and Objectives and the list of members of the
IERS Working Group on co-location and local ties — Jointly with
IAG Sub-Commission 1.2 — can be found at the IERS WG web
site: <http://www.iers.org/WGSiteSurvey>

The third meeting of the IERS WG on site surveys and co-location
sites took place on Dec. 7™ at the Westin St. Francis, 3 Market
Street in San Francisco; h: 17.30. The meeting was very well at-
tended, with a total of 27 participants (Table 1). The large number
of attendees confirmed the strong interest related to the investi-
gations promoted by the working group.

Table 1: Working group meeting participants list. Names of the IERS working group members are high-

lighted.
Participant name Institution e-mail
Claudio Abbondanza JPL-Caltech claudio.abbondanza[at]jpl.nasa.gov
Zuheir Altamimi IGN-France altamimi[at]ensg.ign.fr
Andria Bilich NOAA-NGS andria.bilich[atlnoaa.gov
Bud Donovan Honeywell-NASA NGSLR Howard.Donovan[at]honeywell.com
Mark Eckl NOAA-NGS mark.eckl[atlnoaa.gov
Charles Geoghegan NOAA-NGS charles.geoghegan[at]noaa.gov
Jake Giriffiths NOAA-NGS jake.griffiths[at]noaa.gov
Richard Gross JPL richard.gross[at]jpl.nasa.gov
Gary Johnston Geoscience Australia gary.johnston[at]ga.gov.au
Johan Lofgren OSO-Chalmers Univ johan.lofgren[at]Chalmers.se
Chopo Ma NASA Goddard chopo.malat]nasa.gov
Stephen Merkowitz NASA Stephen.Merkowitz[at]nasa.gov
Monia Negusini IRA-INAF negusini[at]ira.inaf.it
Ruth Neilan JPL-IGS rneilan[at]igs.org
Arthur Niell MIT Haystack Observatory aniell[at]haystack.mit.edu

Mike Pearlman

Center for Astrophysics

mpearlman[at]cfa.harvard.edu

Paul Rebischung

IGN-France

paul.rebischung[at]ign.fr

Jim Ray NOAA-NGS jim.ray[at]noaa.gov

Alvaro Santamaria IGN-Spain asantamaria[at]fomento.es

Pierguido Sarti IRA-INAF p.sarti[at]ira.inaf.it

Harald Schuh TU Wien harald.schuh[at]Jtuwien.ac.at

Dru Smith NOAA-NGS dru.smith[at]noaa.gov

Tonie van Dam Univ Luxembourg tonie.vandam[at]uni.lu

Scott Wetzel Honeywell scott.wetzel[at]honeywell.com

Pascal Willis IGN-IPGP France willis[at]ipgp.fr

Dan Winester NOAA-NGS daniel.winester[atlnoaa.gov

Xiaoping Wu JPL xiaoping.wu[at]jpl.nasa.gov
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Activity

Proposal for a co-chair
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The meeting started with a presentation given by Pierguido Sarti
summarizing the most recent investigations about the assessment
of the accuracy of the tie vectors; the presentation is available on
the WG web page.

In addition, the discussion also focussed on the possibility to
infer/relate the tie vector accuracies from/to the ITRF combination
residuals.

Paul Rebischung and Gary Johnston kindly contributed giving
additional presentations that focussed on Tsukuba (VLBI-GPS)
and Yaragadee (SLR-GPS-DORIS) co-location sites, respectively.
They offered a deeper insight in the relationship between the space
geodetic solutions, the ITRF combination residuals and the GPS
radome effects (presentations are also available on the WG web
page at the 2011 Dec. 7" meeting section).

During the meeting, Pierguido Sarti suggested the establishment
of a service for tie vectors and local ties, similar to what is currently
done for the space geodetic techniques. The proposal aimed at
highlighting the urgent need of establishing a central, international
entity in charge of i) setting the guidelines and harmonizing the
survey process, ii) prioritizing the surveys iii) coordinating the tie
vector computation, iv) defining central repositories to store raw
and reduced data, results, parameters and metadata. The pro-
posal boosted a vivid discussion about the possibility to create a
permanent agency about local tie surveys and co-location sites.

The list of WG members has been revised and prepared for ap-
proval at the 2012 IERS DB meeting to be held in Vienna, during
the EGU2012.

In addition, a new WG charter has been drafted. With possible
integrations and updates, it will also be submitted for approval,
along with the new list of members and schedule, to the IERS DB
meeting in Vienna during EGU2012.

In 2011, a co-chair of the working group was proposed by the cur-
rent chair P. Sarti. Since the very beginning of its activity, the WG
was established by the IERS DB envisaging a possible co-chair
between Dr. John Dawson (Geoscience Australia, former WG chair
during 2004—2005) and P. Sarti. This possibility would now be very
appropriate. Such co-chair could efficiently support the activity of
the WG and spread its results and decisions with a higher level
of penetration and credibility. A co-chair in this particular moment
would certainly allow a maximization of the number of meetings
of the WG and a better exploitation of its activities.

Pierguido Sarti
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