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5th COL Working Group 
Meeting held on May 3 at 

DGFI, Munich

COL Working Group Meeting 
held on October 2 at Paris 

Observatory, France

This Working Group COL was created in 2009. Its main objective 
is to bring together groups able to perform combinations of space 
geodetic techniques (DORIS, GNSS, SLR and VLBI) at the level of 
observations (similar to the Normal Equation level) searching for an 
optimal strategy to simultaneously solve for geodetic parameters, 
in particular Earth Orientation Parameters, terrestrial and celestial 
reference frames and tropospheric delays. This implies to improve 
the accuracy, the time resolution and the overall consistency of 
the geodetic products derived. 

We report thereafter about two meetings which were organized in 
2013 and the organization of the French team GRGS to contribute 
to the next realization of the ITRF (ITRF2013).

The objective of the meeting was to review the work done by the 
various analysis and combination centers since the last WG mee-
ting and this concerning the analysis of data over the test periods 
coinciding with CONT08 and CONT11 intensive VLBI campaigns. 
Standards defined in the previous meeting have been as far as 
possible adopted by the ACs. Activity reports of the different ACs 
(GRGS, DGFI, GFZ, ASI, TUW, and AIUB) followed by those of 
the Combination Centers (DGFI and GRGS) were first presented. 

Presentations (in pdf) from ACs and CCs are available in the 
COL forum and at the IERS ftp and web sites:

<http://grgs.obspm.fr/forum/>
<ftp://hpiers.obspm.fr/iers/eop/grgs/Meetings/
  Munich_May_2013/>
<http://www.iers.org/WGCOL>

Discussions which took place thereafter were mainly dealing with

•	 EOP parameterization (3h offsets and drifts at epochs 0h, 
3h, 6h, …)

•	 SINEX file compatibility
•	 Weighting of the various techniques in the combination
•	 Results comparison strategy

This meeting was mainly attended by GRGS members and concer-
ned particularly its contribution to the ITRF2013 project. The next 
realization of ITRF, ITRF2013 will be provided in the course of the 
year 2014 or in the early 2015. The Call for Participation focused 
mainly on results obtained by the Technical Centers associated 
with geodetic techniques (IVS, ILRS, IDS, and IGS). Results de-
riving from combinations of techniques at the observational level 
are not supposed to be taken into account in the combination of 
ITRF2013; they only will be compared to the ITRF2013 realization 
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Computation and analysis of 
normal equations derived by 

the GRGS for ITRF2013

in a second step. GRGS is participating in this project. 12 years 
of combined weekly normal equations will be provided. An action 
list was written and distributed to each group processing the vari-
ous technique observations (LLR/SLR, VLBI, GPS and DORIS).  
The following technical items were discussed during the meeting: 

•	 Organization of storage space for the normal equations 
delivery

•	 Test on the exchange of binary files between centers
•	 Update on the preparation of the normal equations derived 

from the processing of the individual techniques: VLBI, 
SLR, GPS, DORIS

•	 Update on the adoption of the IERS Conventions for models
•	 Particular point on the construction of DORIS weekly solu-

tions from solutions initially derived over 3.5 days, keeping 
information on satellites for further studies (SAA)

•	 Test period: each technique is required to provide the NEQs 
on the test period of 2009 if possible before the end of 2013 
(this will not be achieved for all technical)

•	 List of stations DOME
•	 Compatibility of DYNAMO with the file containing the dis-

continuities of station positions and what is the procedure 
for the database management. 

In the beginning of 2014, different GRGS groups involved for each 
technique have made available 12 years (2002 – 2013) of weekly 
normal equations (NEQs) which were then processed at the Paris 
combination center. Table 2 shows the different techniques deli-
vered by the GRGS Analysis Centers and their contribution to this 
campaign. Table 3 shows the parameters to be considered for this 
comparison campaign and their a priori values 

The daily GNSS NEQs are stacked to generate the weekly NEQs 
with respect to the GPS week numeration. The DORIS NEQs for 
satellites ENVISAT, Jason-1 and 2, SPOT-3, 4 and 5 and by arcs 
of 3.5 days long are stacked without any weighting. The weekly 
SLR and LLR NEQs are stacked using the Helmert weighting 
method. The VLBI NEQs session R1 and R4 are weekly stacked 
with respect to the GPS week numeration.

For each weekly NEQ, tropospheric parameters which do not 
belong to a selection of tied stations and outside the list of recom-
mended parameters are reduced (Table 3).

In order to combine the different geodetic techniques, we need 
to consider the systematic effects of their terrestrial referential 
frame relatively to the a priori TRF. To take into account inconsis-

Strategy to prepare the 
normal equations derived 

from the individual 
techniques 

1. Stacking the weekly Normal 
Equations for DORIS, GNSS, SLR, 

LLR, VLBI techniques

2. Reduction of parameters

3. Systematic Effects
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Table 1: Techniques used for combination, GRGS Normal Equations (NEQs) and Parameters

Table 2: Recommended geodetic parameters for the GRGS multi-technique combination
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tencies between techniques, Helmert parameters are introduced, 
i.e translations and scale for satellites systems and scale factor 
for VLBI technique. Station coordinates for each technique are 
transformed into a common reference frame Rc by applying the 
Helmert parameters by the transformation equation:

XTech = XTech_ITRF + A.ΘTech

The station parameters of each technique expressed in the 
ITRF2008 referential frame, XTech_ITRF, are reduced from the nor-
mal equation, the station parameters XTech and systematic effects, 
handled by ΘTech, are kept for estimation. For more details see 
IERS Annual Report for 2012.

NEQs are stacked using the Helmert weighting algorithm. Table 
3 shows for a dedicated week the weighting factors applied to 
the variance.

Table 3: Weighting factor computed by the Helmert 
algorithm for DORIS SLR/LLR and VLBI weekly NEQ 
available – here for the week GPS 1514

Technique DORIS SLR/LLR VLBI
Weighting factor 0.0072 1.246 0.043

In order to cancel the influence of EOP measurements outside the 
week processed, we introduce a constraint consisting to force the 
outside EOP to equal to their a priori, or the EOP corrections to 
be null for dates outside the nominal week processed:

d[EOP(tk)] = 0 +/- σ with σ very small (0.1mm)

This process is applied on the weekly DORIS, SLR/LLR, and VLBI 
NEQs. GNSS weekly NEQs are not concerned by this process. 

The sub-daily EOP (sampling 6h) resulting of the weekly stacking 
NEQs DORIS, SLR/LLR and VLBI, are daily linearly constrained 
between 0h to 24h, and then all EOP except those of 12h are 
reduced from the NEQ. DORIS, SLR/LLR, VLBI NEQs provide 
daily EOP at 12h and ready for combination with GNSS NEQ 
containing EOP also at 12h.

DORIS, SLR/LLR, VLBI NEQs are then stacked with the GNSS 
NEQ using unitary weighting factor. This NEQ weekly stacked 
constitutes Normal Equation delivered.

Additional constraints are added to the combined NEQs before 
the inversion, such as the No Net Rotation condition on quasars 
set (NNR), minimal constraints on DORIS, GNSS, SLR and VLBI 
network stations respectively (7 transformation parameters: 3 

Combination of DORIS, 
GNSS, SLR/LLR, VLBI Normal 

Equations
1. Stacking DORIS, SLR/LLR, VLBI 

Normal Equations without GNSS

2. Cancellation of Earth Orientation 
Parameters measurements outside 

the considered week

3. Linear constraint on sub-daily 
EOP corrections and reduction to 

1 point per day at 12h

4. Stacking GNSS with combined 
DORIS, SLR/LLR, VLBI Normal 

Equations

5. Combination solutions
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Translations, 1 scale factor, and 3 Rotations), stability constraints 
on station coordinates and loose constraints on tropospheric 
parameters.

Preliminary results have been obtained over January 2009. 
They show a good consistency for pole components and for the 
terrestrial frame. The computation of combined Normal Equations 
over the whole period is planned for the year 2014.
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