
3.7.4 Working Group on Site Coordinate Time Series Format

IERS Annual Report 2013 121

3.7.4 Working Group on Site Coordinate Time Series Format

The Working Group is now a unified WG, both an IERS WG 
(<http://iers.org/WGSCTSF>) and IAG WG 1.1.1 (<http://iag.uni.
lu/index.php?id=175>) of Sub-Commission 1.1 (Coordination of 
Space Techniques).

The second meeting of the WG was held in Vienna at EGU, on 
April 10th, 2012 with a few participants because of travel restrictions 
for our NASA colleagues and the meeting of GGOS Bureau of Net-
works and Communications at TU Vienna at the same time. A list 
of existing formats at IAG services and GPS time series providers 
were presented. Several issues concerning the time series were 
discussed (epoch, time tag, accuracy, correlations, …).

The activity of the WG was presented in the session “Unifica-
tion of product formats” at the IERS Retreat held in Paris in May 
2013. The purpose of the session was to discuss the benefits 
of common formats for the IERS data products, especially for 
EOP estimates and position time series. It was expressed that 
there is a clear need to have a standardized format to allow easy 
comparison. There were not any particular recommendations 
concerning position time series, just that the WG must continue 
developing a common format and investigate methods for web 
access to these files (including graphical presentations). Meeting 
summary and presentations are online at <http://www.iers.org/
Retreat2013.html>.
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