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Opening

John Dawson opened the meeting at 17:10 hours.
General Business

John Dawson presented the agenda for the meeting.
Recent Co-location Survey Activities

Use of local ties in the ITRF computations

Future direction of the IERS Working Group-2 and weather it continues.
Review of what the IERS Working Group-2 has achieved against work plan

John Dawson requested that members report on the survey activities since last meeting.



Australia — Gary Johnston

Survey of Parkes, NSW VLBI took place for the 1% time and results not yet submitted to
the IERS. Resurvey of Hobart VLBI and Mt. Stromlo SLR also has taken place. In the
coming year, we will resurvey Tidbinbilla VLBI and Yarragadee (MOBLAS5) SLR
station. Geoscience Australia has a plan to perform co-location surveys at geodetic sites
every 2 years, especially when changes occur.

Italy — Pierguido Sarti

Last Surveys were performed in 2003 at Noto and Medicina and will be performed again
this year. The reports will be produced for both and will have the 2001, 2003 and the
2005 results in it. The SINEX files will also be produced and forwarded. The Survey data
will also be analysed to determine the gravitational Sag.

Sweden - Sten Bergstrand

Co-Location Surveys are not currently performed. GPS stations exist close to VLBI site
and we are planning to perform these Surveys.

France - Zuheir Altamini

Zuheir Altamini showed the table listing all the Local Tie SINEX files received for the
stations and stated that historical data is also available. There are some un-resolved
discrepancies in some of the observations. SINEX files will be available after members
perform a check of the submitted Local ties. The file will be updated as soon as feedback
is provided.

ACTION: Members who submitted Local ties to check this standard and provide
feedback to the ITRF Product centre.

Zuheir Altamini raised the need for the development of common format for raw
observations of Local tie surveys to allow the transfer, validation and check of data
between members. John Dawson stated that such will be a difficult step. This is from
previous experience in the exchange of data between Australia and Italy for the local tie
surveys, mainly because survey observations could be done differently.

ACTION: Members to submit feedback and ideas for the development of such format.

John Dawson stated that this is the 3™ meeting of the working group since its
establishment. The group was initiated in early 2004 and drafted a plan of action and this
plan was indorsed in April, 2004. The original work plan was to establish a Website,
undertake a pilot project and develop standards to perform local ties surveys by
December, 2005. The Pilot project was to research the aspects of Local tie Surveys and 5
groups responded to participate at the EGU (2004). Three detailed reports in the
recommended format have been prepared for groups to access. These are Yarragadee



Mobile SLR system, Hobart X-Y System VLBI antenna and Mt. Stromlo SLR System.
These reports can be accessed from http://www.ga.gov.au/geodesy/reports/localties.
Work has also been done on Gravitational Sag and thermal Modelling of Antennas.

John Dawson reviewed the performance of the IERS WG 2 according to scheduled work
plan. The ongoing future of the WG was discussed. Members recommended that the
WG activities remain important and the WG should continue.

John Dawson stated that he has now changed institutions and will not be able continue
his current role as the chair of IERS WG2. The position of chair was discussed, members
were asked to propose nominations for a new chair. Nominations are to be referred back
to the IERS DB. Pierguido Sarti (Italy) was asked if he would consider chairing the
group, Pierguido responded that he would have to consult with his institution before
making a decision.

Zuheir Altamini stated that the ITRF is dependant on the Co-Location surveys, therefore
it is important to perform these survey for sites not surveyed. It was raised that there is a
need for groups to do surveys outside their own countries and the education of local
groups to perform surveys.

John Dawson closed the meeting by summarising that the WG members want the group
to continue in this work and it is the IERS DB’s task to find a new chair and endorse a
new work plan. The IERS working Group-2 will continue with its current work plan, with
the intension of submitting a final report to the Directing Board in December, 2005.
ACTION: IERS DB asked to consider the issue of the ongoing future of WG 2.
ACTION: IERS DB asked to consider the issue of chair of WG 2.

ACTION: WG 2 to prepare final report to the Directing Board in December, 2005.

Meeting Closed at 18:05 Hours

Next Meeting

Not decided.
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