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Example Data Set



Guiding Principles
• Provide fundamental, not derived, quantities 

• Oceanic angular momentum, not excitation functions
• Center-of-mass of oceans, not geocenter
• In standard format

• Provide description of each data set (metadata)
• Include in file header

• Provide background documentation 
• Description of SBO and its products
• Bibliography of relevant publications

• Provide software 
• To compute SBO products from OGCMs



Future Improvements
• New and improved products

• From more accurate ocean models
• Data assimilating
• Higher spatial and temporal resolution
• Non-Boussinesq (mass not volume conserving)

• Real-time and predicted
• Support EOP predictions

• Including torques

• New and improved web server
• Interactive analysis of data sets



Issues and Concerns
• Unfunded activity

• Start-up funds were provided
• Host organization provides infrastructure support
• No funds available for operations/maintenance

• SBO web and ftp servers maintained by volunteers
• Difficult to develop new capabilities such as online analysis tools

• Data sets submitted to SBO by volunteers
• Archive does not grow without new submissions
• Submissions reflect activity in field



New Structure
• Would not address concern about funding

• Funding issues need to be addressed separately

• Should build on existing structure
• Retain interest and expertise of those currently involved
• GGFC products most naturally computed on fluid by fluid basis 

• Proposal:
• Retain existing structure of fluid-based SBs

• SBs should be re-competed

• Create new portal to and seamless archive of GGFC products
• User able to access all GGFC products through this single portal
• To be located at GGFC Central Bureau
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